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First Anniversary Of
Haiti Earthquake,
Haitian Journalists
Tell Their Story

BY JOSEPH GUILDER
C. DELVA
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (TEWire) – As the international
community plans to disburse
billions of dollars to help quakedevastated Haiti to rebuild, the
need to institute a generation of
investigative journalists to help
fight corruption and to uphold
efforts toward establishing a
strong, independent and responsible media in the impoverished
Caribbean nation, remains
crucial.
The Haitian media, weaker
than ever before, needs to be
strengthened in order to pick up
the ever greater challenges it faces
in the aftermath of the biggest
disaster to ever hit the country.
However, the precarious situation
in which Haitian media and journalists work today makes them
even more vulnerable to
sprawling corrupt practices – the

very ones they are supposed to
expose and fight, in their role of
defenders of public interest.
Following the January 12
earthquake that killed up to
300,000 people and left about 1.3
million others homeless and
living in makeshift tent camps in
Haiti, the Haitian media, or what
had remained of it, became, at
some point, the only recourse for
quake survivors to voice their desperation and misery.
About 30 journalists were
killed in the disaster. They left
behind widows and children who
have no one to count on and who
cannot meet basic needs.
One year after the earthquake, there are journalists still
living under tents after the
collapse of their homes. Many
who lost their working material,

HAITI

continued on pg. 9

William Packer Sr.

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
holiday celebration was honored
by several different events, but
the official Drum Major for
Justice Parade under the leadership of Sevell Brown was
cancelled due to rain, for the
first time in its 26-year history.
Thousands were expected to line
the streets along Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. St. and Central
Avenue to witness the parade of
more than 20 high school and
college marching bands from

Rev. M. Mason Walker

around the region, as well as
approximately 120 floats. There
was disappointment. However,
the unofficial Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. parade that’s usually
held after the official parade
ends, did happen when the rain
appeared to let-up and thousands
of people gathered on Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. St. South,
beginning around 11th Avenue
South all the way to 18th Avenue
South. This impromptu
gathering featured fancy painted
cars, trucks and SUVs that made
for the parade and the streets
were lined with thousands to
observe. One could see parents
with their children walking

along the parade route and
members of the community
greeting each other with the
greeting of “Happy King Day.”
The City of St. Petersburg’s
Police Department was on hand
t o c o n t r o l t h e t r a ff i c a n d
according to them everything
appeared to go smoothly.
“Dr. King had the gift of
knowledge for the whole world
and we have to give respect,”
Sehou Sahua, an immigrant
from Senagal West Africa, also a
vendor at the un-official parade
said.
Others in attendance
expressed their feelings of
happiness from being able to see

Sevell Brown

people they haven’t seen for
quite sometime.
“I feel real nice about Dr. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. contributions to our communities development and real happy to be able
to greet people I haven’t seen
for quite some time,” Leroy
Golphin stated.
Golphin added that he
recently moved back to the city
from Houston, Texas and was
able to reunite with friends who
attended the unofficial parade
too.
In addition to this gathering

KING
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Steele Drops Out Of RNC Race
Wisconsin’s Priebus Is New Chairman
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WASHINGTON (TEWire) Republican National Committee
Chairman Michael Steele gave
up his re-election bid on Jan. 14
after it became apparent that he
did not have enough votes to
win another stint at the forefront
of the GOP.
Wisconsin GOP Chairman
Reince Priebus won with 97
votes over second-place finisher
Saul Anuzis.
Aft er a fo u rt h ro u n d o f
voting, Steele watched his
numbers decline for a third consecutive time and decided to
throw his support behind Maria
Cino. Steele gave a short speech
when he stepped aside, saying
that now was the time for a new
direction.
“Two years, we’ve had a
good time. We’ve done a lot of
good things,” Steele told RNC
members according to ABC

News. “The party wants to do
something a little bit different
and hopefully a little bit better.”
His comments come in stark
contrast to what he told the
AFRO earlier this week, as
Steele touted the progress the
Republican Party made under
his leadership.
“I feel good. What’s not to
feel good about?” Steele said.
“We took a moribund, demoralized party that was touted
around the country as an endangered species just two years ago
and through a lot of effort and
by taking a lot of risks we
turned it around.”
Steele found himself in
plenty of hot water during his
tenure, however, including
blunders in the media such as
going against party lines and
maligning Arizona Gov. Jan
B r e w e r f o r t h a t s t a t e ’s

Immigration law. Alongside his
perceived lack of fundraising
success for the party, many
Republican insiders saw the
need for change.
“Everyone is basically
working around him,” former
G O P R e p . Vi n We b e r o f
Minnesota told the Associated
Press six months before Steele
bowed out of the race.
“Republicans have sort of put
together a mode of operation for
this election cycle that does not
put the RNC chairman in a
central role. That’s not the
optimal way of handling things.
But in a very strange way that
gives him some protection
because there’s no urgency to
replace him—no matter how
grave of a misstep he made.”
Republican strategist
Raynard Jackson said Priebus’
victory is evidence that the

Michael Steele

party is looking to re-evaluate
the duties of the chairman.
“His election tells me that
no one will know what he’s
doing,” Jackson said. “The
party wants a technocrat somebody who won’t be in the
media.

STEELE
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Advancing Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Agenda
One of the most
important matters that we face in 2011,
as we celebrate the 82nd birthday of
The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., during the numerous official
national, state and local King Holiday
observances across the United States,
is the question of advancing the social,
political, and economic empowerment
agenda that Dr. King articulated 37
years ago. King was more than a
dreamer. He was a passionate and
committed activist leader. He was a
preacher of the Gospel and the
visionary force of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC). The Civil Rights Movement
under Dr. King’s leadership successfully challenged and transformed
American society.
To g e t h e r t h e N a t i o n a l
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) and SCLC
in the 1960’s made a big difference in
the lives of millions of African
Americans and many others who
were crying out for freedom, justice,
and equality. Today, at a time when
there are many counterproductive,

revisionist tendencies to deny or play
down the reality of the progressive
and transformative impact of Dr. King
and the Civil Rights Movement, it is
critical to distinguish between the
myths of those who opposed Dr. King
and the realities of those who
followed and supported Dr. King.
Voting rights, fair housing rights,
economic justice rights, environmental
justice rights, quality health care access
rights, employment rights, prison
reform rights, education equality, and
educational reform rights are all fundamental issues that Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. asserted as priority agenda
items. In 2011, these issues are still
our priority concerns.
The best way to celebrate Dr.
King’s living legacy is to advance the
agenda that he gave his life to address.
Yes, Dr. King’s dream of equality and
empowerment for all is still relevant
today. But, the question now is what
is it that we must do to fulfill King’s
dream? King’s dream was an
American dream, but it also was a
global dream where all people in all
places throughout the world will live
and work together as brothers and
sisters in the human family in response
to the “oneness of God’s love.” The
“Beloved Community,” as Dr. King

defined it was the ideal community of
brotherhood and sisterhood of love and
justice for all. King affirmed, “The solidarity of the human family.”
We still must march for voting
rights in Alabama, Texas, Mississippi,
Louisiana, Georgia, the Carolinas, and
in Virginia. We need educational
reform in all 50 states to ensure that our
children get a better education. In
every region, at the top of the agenda
should be the economic development
and empowerment of our communities. We have to put pressure on the
Congress of the United States not to
repeal the historic Health Care Reform
Act that was enacted just last year.
Today, there is no question that if
Dr. King was with us, he would be
advising President Barack Obama to
keep pushing forward to make life
better for the millions of AfricanAmericans, Latino-Americans, and
others who are still stuck at the bottom
of society in abject poverty and misery.
Dr. King would intellectually and spiritually take on the so-called Tea Party
and all of its minions who want to take
America backward to the days of Jim
Crow and overt oppression. One thing
for sure, Dr. King was not a coward.
He was a fearless leader who used the
power of his oratory to remove social

fear and doubt from the mindset of
millions. That is why this year’s King
observances are so very important
because we need to refocus and rededicate ourselves to both the dream and
the agenda.
I believe Martin Luther King III
said it best recently, “I pray that all
Americans will embrace the challenge
of social justice and the unifying spirit
that my father shared with his compatriots. With this commitment, we can
begin to find new ways to reach out to
one another, to heal our divisions, and
build bridges of hope and opportunity
benefiting all people. In doing so, we
will not merely be seeking the dream;
we will at long last be living it.”
In the aftermath of the Tucson
Massacre, once again we are all
reminded that hatred by an individual
or by a group is never the solution to
our societal problems. In 2008, the
majority of Americans went to the
polls to vote for change in a manner
that would have pleased Dr. King. In
2011, we are witnessing a growing
backlash in public conscience and
reaction as if the forces of division are
gaining ground. Let’s work to revive
the movement for more change. Let’s
work to keep Dr. King’s dream and
agenda alive and fulfilled.

Racial And Ethnic Divide Over Gun Rights
BY GEORGE E.
CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST
Columbine High
School. The Washington, D.C. sniper.
Northern Illinois University. Virginia
Tech. Red Lake Indian Reservation.
Chicago school children. And now,
Tucson, Arizona. In dramatic ways,
shooting deaths have horrified, mesmerized, and confounded Americans.
Yet, an increasing number of people
say it is more important to protect the
rights of citizens to own guns than to
limit those authorized to carry lethal
weapons.
In a September survey, the Pew
Research Center found that 50 percent
of Americans favor protecting the right
to own guns over the adoption of
stricter gun control laws. There were
important racial and ethnic distinctions. Non-Hispanic Whites favor gun
rights by a margin of 54 percent to 42
percent.
However, people of color hold
opposite views. Among AfricanAmericans, two-thirds – 66 percent –
favor control of guns, compared to 20
percent who favor giving preference to
the right to own guns. Among
Hispanics, the gap was even larger,
with 75 percent favoring tougher gun
control laws and only 21 percent
giving the edge to gun owners.
Considering the national tragedies

that the nation has witnessed, often via
around-the-clock coverage on cable
television, I am somewhat surprised by
the shift in public opinion toward the
rights of gun owners. What is not surprising is that people of color are not
part of that trend.
Looking back on how black communities have changed for the worse,
two factors stand out more than any
others: the widespread use and sale of
illicit drugs and the accompanying gun
violence. Even how we settle disputes
among ourselves has radically
changed. When I was growing up in the
1950s and 1960s, if I got in a fist fight
with a guy, at worst, we might have a
rematch the next day. Over the years,
however, things have changed. Instead
of settling disputes by duking it out, it is
far more likely that one of the parties
will try to settle the feud with a gun.
Today, elderly people are not
exempt from armed robbery and
churches don’t stand a prayer of a
chance of being off-limits to
scoundrels. The negative impact of
guns has impacted other aspects of our
communities, such as making adults
less willing to exercise their authority
over wayward young people for fear of
being assaulted or killed.
Led by the National Rifle
Association (NRA), the gun lobby has
been very successful depicting gun
ownership as not only a right but a
necessity. It argues that in addition to

being able to have a weapon to protect
one’s home, citizens need to be able to
carry concealed weapons on us as if we
were still in the wild, wild west. That
attitude has been fueled by hot rhetoric
that somehow, the federal government
is the enemy of the people.
According to Gallup, the polling
firm, “Almost half of Americans say
they perceive the federal government
to be an ‘immediate threat to the rights
and freedoms of ordinary citizens.’”
That figure has risen from 30 percent in
2003 to 46 percent in 2010.
Forty-eight states have laws that
permit citizens to carry concealed
firearms in public, usually after
obtaining a permit from local or state
law enforcement authorities. Last year,
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer signed
into law a bill that allows most adults to
carry concealed firearms without a
permit except in such sensitive areas as
schools and airports. Only two other
states – Alaska and Vermont – have
similar laws.
Jared Lee Loughner, who went on
a January 8th shooting rampage in
Tucson, legally purchased his semiautomatic pistol. And, he was acting
lawfully when he concealed his
weapon at a public rally held by U.S.
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ).
Loughner crossed the line, however,
when he pulled his weapon and killed
six people and wounded 13 others,
including Giffords.
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Guns advocates cite the Second
Amendment as upholding their right to
own guns. It reads: “A well regulated
militia, being necessary to the security
of a free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear arms, shall not be
infringed.”
An article in the University of
California-Davis Law Review [Winter
1997] by Carl T. Bogus titled, “The
Hidden History of the Second
Amendment” provides an interesting
perspective. “The Second Amendment
was not enacted to provide a check on
government tyranny; rather, it was
written to assure the Southern states
that Congress would not undermine
the slave system by using its newly
acquired constitutional authority over
the militia to disarm the state militia
and thereby destroy the South’s
principal instrument of slave control,”
he wrote.
Of course, that perspective is
rarely expressed by historians. Bogus
thinks he knows why: “The Second
Amendmnet’s history has been hidden
because neither James Madison, who
was the principal author of the Second
Amendment, nor those he was
attempting to outmaneuver politically,
laid their motives on the table.”
According to Bogus, the trend of
states relaxing their gun laws is not
only dangerous, as we have seen in
Arizona, but based on a flawed reading
of the Second Amendment.
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Tampa Bay Senior Expo
The Tampa Bay Senior
Expo is returning to the
Coliseum in downtown St.
Petersburg. This is a special
event designed to help seniors
make the most of their golden
years! For one day only at the
Coliseum- meet local professionals who offer expertise in
financial planning, health,
fitness, home improvement,
recreation and more. There’s
so much to experience on
Thursday, January 27 from 9
a.m. – 3 p.m.

The Tampa Bay Senior
Expo is a free event! The first
500 attendees will receive a
special gift. Stroll through the
floor and browse exhibits from
over 50 local organizations
offering products, tips, advice
and free giveaways. Shop,
explore and educate yourself.
If you want to make your
life the best it can be… this is a
great way to get started! There
will be health screenings and
informative seminars, and
plenty of opportunities for one

on one interaction with local
health professionals.
Visit
with residential communities
and local hospitals so you can
make educated decisions.
Take charge of your golden
years at the Tampa Bay Senior
Expo!
Mark your calendar and
get ready for fun, at this special
event dedicated to seniors.
For additional information
contact: Dave LaBell, 727893-8523

Boys & Girls Clubs Of The
Suncoast Fundraiser
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast will be celebrating
their 51st anniversary on
January 29th during their
annual BE GROOVY TOO
gala held at the Sirata Beach
Resort St. Petersburg Beach
from 6:00 to 11:00 p.m. The
1960’s themed event will
honor
the
organization’s
history from when the
movement first came to
Pinellas County with the
founding of the Boys & Girls
Club of Pinellas Park by Police
Chief Maurice L. McTarnsey
up to today, where the 11 clubs
all throughout Pinellas County
serve 5,000 youth annually.
Retiring CEO and President
Carl Lavender will be honored
during the gala.

Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast helps youth achieve
academic success, live healthy
lifestyles, and become strong
citizens with strong character.
85 percent of Boys & Girls
Clubs alumni have reported
learning right from wrong
through the program. 67
percent of alumni say they
gained the ability to avoid difficulty with the law, and 82
percent of alumni say the
program gave them self-confidence. 57 percent of Boys &
Girls Club alumni say that the
Boys & Girls Clubs program
have saved their lives.
Sponsors of the event
include, the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office and Sheriff
Jim Coats, the Sirata Beach
Resort, Synovus Bank, Bright

House Networks, Publix Super
Market Charities, Southern
Wine & Spirits, LEMA
Construction, Lifestyle Family
Fitness, Lucas Productions,
Raymond James Financial,
Stratix Financial, CompuLink,
C & R Builders, Cutting Edge
Granite, the Dawkins Family,
DEX Imaging, the Gills
Family, Gregory, Sharer &
Stuart, I-Con Systems, the
Maguire Family, Progress
Energy,
The
Sokolowski
Family, Tampa Bay Rays
Baseball, TECO Peoples Gas,
and Wachovia Wells Fargo.
Sponsorship opportunities
are still available. Those interested should contact Carla
Mattern at (727)-524-2427x17
or visitwww.bgcsuncoast.org.
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EDGE
Last week, my lovely wife Yasamina and I
had the great pleasure of attending the 26th
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major
for Justice Awards Banquet. If you missed the
event or have never attended, I can only hope
that you will put it on your agenda for 2012.
This year, the president of the MLK Holiday &
Legacy Association, Sevell C. Brown III, actor
and minister, Clifton Davis, and St. Petersburg
Mayor, Bill Foster really brought home what
the event was all about. It was a remembrance
of Dr. King and a reminder of who we are.
It was Mayor Foster who asked, “How are
you doing against your scorecard?” He and the
other speakers encouraged the audience to
remember those things that are important and
to continue to work on them daily. Which
brings me back to the development of your
Unique Selling Position (USP) and its importance to the results you achieve in your
business.
Barbara Anders and her late husband,
Robert were honored with the MLK Holiday &
Legacy Association's Drum Major for Justice
Award in Educational Excellence. Among the
list of reasons they were being honored was the
institution they founded, Academy Prep.

BY ALAN

MCBRIDE

Anyone who has driven on 22nd Avenue South
has probably noticed its beautiful campus. I
decided to look a little deeper.
Academy Prep has a USP. The school
knows its client. Does it exist to serve every
school child? No, the goal is specific. The
school meets the needs of “middle school
students who qualify for need-based scholarships and have the ability and desire to succeed
in a rigorous academic program and to become
positive, productive members of society”.
Therefore, many students who are in middle
school would not be considered clients because
of one of the other two qualifiers-qualification
for need-based scholarships or having the
desire and ability required to succeed.
The results speak for themselves. 95% of
alumni are in high school, college or have
started their careers. The school's graduates
exceed the percentages of minority students
attending or graduating from college. And, in
this year's class, 26 of 34 grads are attending
private and boarding schools on full scholarships. Academy Prep has selected its audience
and serves it well. If you haven't done so ,
develop your USP. Your business can make a
world of difference.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black Consumers
Spend As
Economy Improves
SPECIALTO TRICE EDNEY
WIRE FROM TARGET
MARKET NEWS
(TEWire) - African-American
consumers are cautiously increasing
their spending in some key product
categories, even as they continue to
make adjustments in a slowly
growing economy. The finding
comes from the soon to be issued
16th annual edition of “The Buying
Power of Black America” report.
In 2009, black households spent
an estimated $507 billion in 27
product and services categories.
That’s an increase of 16.6 percent
over the $435 billion spent in 2008.
African-Americans’ total earned
income for 2009 is estimated at $836
billion.
The report, which is published
annually by Target Market News,
also contains data that reflect the
economic hardships all consumers
are facing. There were significant
declines in categories — like food
and apparel — that have routinely
shown growth in black consumers’
spending from year-to-year.
“These latest shifts in spending

habits are vital for marketers to
understand,” said Ken Smikle,
president of Target Market News
and editor of the report, “because
they represent both opportunities
and challenges in the competition for
the billions of dollars spent by
African-American households.
Expenditures between 2007 and
2008 were statistically flat, so black
consumers are now making
purchases they have long delayed.
At the same time, they re-prioritizing
their budgets, and spending more on
things that add value to their homes
and add to the quality of life.”
The median household income
for African-Americans dropped by
1.4 percent in 2009, but because of
students going out on their own, and
couples that started their lives
together, the number of black households grew 4.2 percent. This
increase meant that many household
items showed big gains. For
example, purchases of appliances
rose by 33 percent, consumer electronics increased 33 percent,
household furnishings climbed 28
percent, and housewares went up by
37 percent.

Mathis’
Mind
A Week Of Justice
BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS
NNPA COLUMNIST
In the last week, there has
been some extremely good
news on the criminal justice
front. No, the federal government didn’t pass any new
sentencing laws. Nothing like
that. Rather, three individuals were given the chance,
after long prison sentences, to
reclaim their lives.
Cornelius Dupree, Jr.
served three decades in prison
for a rape and robbery he
didn’t commit. Arrested in
Dallas in 1979 and paroled in
2010, Dupree’s name was
finally cleared, thanks to
DNA evidence. A Texas law
guarantees Dupree $80,000
for every year he spent in
prison; that adds up to $2.4
m i l l i o n . Du p ree i s al s o
entitled to a lifetime annuity.
In Mississippi, Republican
governor Haley Barbour, who
is considered by many to be a
2012 presidential candidate,
granted clemency for sisters
Gladys and Jamie Scott. The
sisters served 16 years of a
double life sentence for a
1993 robbery. No one was
injured during the robbery and
the sisters and their accomplice made off with anywhere
from $11 to $200. Considering
the nature of the crime and the
fact that the sisters had no
prior documented criminal
h i s t o r y, t h e e x c e s s i v e
sentence amounted to cruel
and unusual punishment.
Jamie Scott is ill and requires

kidney dialysis; her sister
offered – and is required to, as
a condition of their release –
to donate a kidney. The two
plan to move to Florida to be
near family.
The Dupree and Scott
cases are more than just
personal victories for these
three; they are milestones for
the nation’s often biased
criminal justice system. In
the African-American
community, many view the
criminal justice system in a
negative light…with good
reason. For many, the criminal
justice system is just that:
criminal. Blacks are often the
victims of racial profiling,
flawed prosecutions and
excessive, unfair sentencing.
Consider this: AfricanAmericans are imprisoned at
least eight times as often as
whites and, according to the
Innocence Project, 265 incarcerated individuals have been
exonerated thanks to DNA
testing; of those, 158 have
been African-American.
While we celebrate the
victories in the Dupree and
Scott cases, it’s important that
we don’t rest on our laurels.
As a collective, we must
continue to advocate for
justice in our communities.
The NAACP has a new focus
on fighting injustices in the
criminal justice system. You
too can make a difference by
joining your local chapter;
visit http://www.naacp.org/
for more information.

Advertise Your Business In

The Weekly Challenger

Clerk Of Court’s
Self Help Center
Receives Award
Pinellas County’s Clerk
of the Circuit Court’s Legal
Self Help Center was selected
as the recipient of the 2011
Louis M. Brown Award for
Legal Access by the
American Bar Association’s
Standing Committee on the
Delivery of Legal Services.
Recognition was given to
the Legal Self Help center
because of the “unique partnership between court and
private bar,” “innovative
approach to scheduling
attorney consultations” and
because it “offers an
exemplary model of affordable legal services programming.”
“These people would
have never had this opportunity to get help without the
Self Help Center,” said Ken
Burke, Clerk of the Circuit
Court. “We are really proud
of the service and what it
offers to the public. The best

part of my job is reading the
comment cards and seeing
how appreciative people are
of the Self Help Center. And
the best part about it is that it
does not cost the taxpayer
any money.”
The Legal Self Help
Center has assisted over
6,000 individuals since they
opened the doors to the first
two locations in October
2007 and the third in March
2010.
Established in 1994, the
L o u i s M . B r o w n Aw a r d ,
which is awarded annually,
honors programs and projects
that creatively contribute to
the delivery of legal services,
information and representation to individuals of middle
class and moderate incomes
with unmet legal needs.
Please visit www.mypinellasclerk.org for more
information about Pinellas
County’s Self Help Centers.

Urban League
Plans Annual
Membership
Luncheon Meeting
The Pinellas County
Urban League will host its
2010 annual membership
luncheon meeting on Friday,
Jan. 21, at the Hilton St.
Petersburg Bayfront located
at 333 First Street South, St.
Petersburg from 11:30 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.
In addition to our
p r o g r a m ’s o v e r v i e w, t h e
meeting will include new
2011 board member
elections. All members of the
Urban League are eligible to
vote during the annual
meeting.
During 2010 the Urban
League helped hundreds of
at-risk youth receive educational and counseling support
from our youth crime preven-

tion and black-on-black
crime prevention programs;
adults became more
self–reliant by securing
meaningful employment
through our career connection center; thousands of
needy residents received
energy payment assistance
from our low income home
energy assistance program, as
well as home energy repairs
from our weatherization
assistance program.
The entire community is
invited to the annual meeting
and gain knowledge about the
Urban League and its
programs and services. For
more information, please call
(727) 327-2081 ext. 104.

Advertising Dollars Pay YOU Back!

(727) 896-2922
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

Manufacturing Engineer
H & S Swansons’ Tool Company was founded in 1953.We are a leading
edge Defense & Aerospace job shop specializing in the production of
precision-machined parts from castings,forgings,and bar stock to meet our
customers’ most exacting specifications. Our company has an
immediate position available for a Manufacturing Engineer who will:
• Develop manufacturing process sheets
• Estimate jobs
• Work with production as required to get the job going
• Work with quality engineers to help develop quality plans
• Attend meetings to develop best methods to produce a part

Courtesy of

The successful candidate will have:

Thursday, Jan. 20 - 8-10 p.m. Drumline LIVE, Progress
Energy Center for the Arts, Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st St.
S. Drumline LIVE is a show-stopping attraction that
brings show-style marching bands to the theatrical
stage. The energetic cast has honed its precision and
energy with years of training in marching band programs
across the southern United States. Equally at home with
the hottest contemporary hip hop, R&B, classic Motown
tunes, and the rousing sounds of the great brass
tradition, Drumline LIVE is thrilled to share the American
marching band experience with a wider audience. Visit
www.mahaffeytheater.com or call 727-892-5798.
Thursday, Jan. 20 - MAGNET ATTRACTIONS: VISUAL
ART SHOWCASE is an exhibit featuring south-county
students from Perkins Elementary, John Hopkins Middle
and Pinellas County Center for the Arts @ Gibbs High
School Magnet Programs. The exhibit is open to the
public during normal business hours, and is on display
until January 21, 2011 in the City Hall Lobby, 175 - 5th
Street N. in downtown St. Petersburg. For more information, email VarleyCrosbyM@pcsb.org.

• 10 years experience with CNC machining
• 5 years experience in job planning and estimating
• Knowledge of tooling,fixture design,aerospace materials
and CAD/CAM systems
• A general knowledge and interpretation of military specifications
and geometrical tolerencing
• CNC programming experience would be considered a plus,
but is not necessary.

Salary will be commensurate with capability and experience.
Email resumes to human.resources@hsswansons.com
or fax them to 727-388-0765. EOE/AA/DFWP

GET THE
WORD OUT
FOR AS
LITTLE AS $8.00
PER WEEK!
Classified Listings:
$8.00 per for

For information regarding the above jobs, please go to

http://employment.usf.edu
or visit the USFSPHuman Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

ADT - Call Denise Garrett
941-799-2285.
AVON - Improving the lives of
women globally. Barbara L.
Guyton, Independent
Representative 727-512-3785

1 to 20 words
and 50¢ each

EXPERIENCED
GENERAL MANAGER

additional word

Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen,has an
immediate opening for a Restaurant
General Manager.This individual will be
responsible for all aspects of the business
operations.Computer skills are a must,
as well as the ability to understand and
prepare financial analysis and
run reports.Must train and evaluate
new employees.Competitive Salary.

over 20.

BIGGER
• Admissions Recruiter Advisor (2 positions:#17836)

HELP WANTED AT THE
WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at
727-896-2922 for information.

www.youravon.com/bguyton

NEED A
The following jobs are currently available:

CLASSIFIED

IMPRESSION!

Fax resume to
(727) 384-3325.

Classified Display Ad
Are Available
Rates for 1 Column Ads
1 Column Width … 2”
1C X 1 = $18.00
1C X 2 = $36.00
1C X 3 = $54.00
1C X 4 = $72.00
1C X 5 = $90.00

Saturday, Jan. 22 - Wildflower Walk. Fourth Sat.
monthly. Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, 1101 Country Club
Way S., St. Petersburg, 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Visit
www.stpete.org/boyd or call 727-893-7326.

Your ad placement
does not fit this layout?

Black History
Month Edition

Saturday, Jan. 22 - SaturDAY Salsa, 2 p.m. – 6 p.m.,
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. St. Petersburg. Every
Saturday. Courtyard by the Bay. Salsa lessons and
dancing. Salsa, Merengue and Bachata with D.J. Greg
"Muevetes" Richardson. Visit www.stpetepier.com or
call 727-821-6443.

(Feb. 17, 2011)

NO PROBLEM!
Call Today for Your Rate!
The prices shown above
is for each time you publish

Call Today!
727-896-2922

your ad. Ads must be
paid in full prior to run date.
Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

WE WANT
TO HEAR
FROM
YOU!
Send Notices
Or Information
About Future
Community Events To
editor@theweeklychallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
UNIQUE STYLEZ
and CUTZ
WALK-INS WELCOME
YOGI
115 - 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Call 727-557-4511 • Monday-Saturday

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL33714
Senior Attorney
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

Skin care packed with
multiple benefits. Special
offers you don’t want to
miss. Free samples so
you can try before you
buy. Free makeovers and
expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get all your skin care and
makeup! Contact me today!

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

DEBBIE’S PLACE

Safe, Healthy & Happy
Environment For Your Child!
Licensed Childcare Provider
Open to ALLAGES
Location: 2120 Union Street S.
Work: 727-821-1239
Cell: 727-430-6446

No Application Fee! No Late Fee!
Weekly Challenger Special $25.00 Savings

SILVERLINING BEAUTY CENTER
1834 49th St. S. Ste. B, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

(727) 328-2623
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

SPECIAL $10.00
Basic Rollerset/Wrap
Monday by Appt. only
Tues-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3

NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR.CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified
Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Statewide Elections
Association Offers College
Scholarships
If you are a college junior
or senior majoring in political
science, public administration
or business administration,
journalism or mass communications at an accredited Florida
college, you may be eligible
for a scholarship!
The Florida State
Association of Supervisors of
Elections, comprised of the 67
county supervisors, will award
three scholarships this year
va l u ed at $1,200 e ac h to
eligible students.
“I am pleased that the state
association is able to continue
this scholarship program to

KING

continued from front page
many attended a candlelight
vigil that was held at the Carter
G. Woodson Museum on
Sunday, Jan. 16. Those in
attendance were treated to
music and a stirring word from
the Rev. Wayne G. Thompson
of 1st Baptist Institutional
Church. Thompson portrayed
“making a phone call to
heaven” to speak with Dr. King
and discuss the current state of
t h e c o m m u n i t y. R e v.
Thompson asked, “How are
y o u d r eaming?” be ca use
dreams create a passion to live
differently.
According to reports more
than 900 people attended the
annual Dr. Martin Luther King
J r . L e a d e r s h i p Aw a r d s
Breakfast held at the Coliseum
Ballroom on Monday, Jan. 17.
The breakfast has been co-

assist students during these
difficult economic times,” said
Pinellas County Supervisor of
Elections Deborah Clark.
Applicants must be registered voters who have lived in
Florida at least two years and
must have maintained a “C”
average or above during the
past year.
Other requirements such as
letters of recommendation and
financial information are listed
on the scholarship application
and in the scholarship guidelines, which are available for
download at www.votepinellas.com.

Applications should be
submitted in the county in
which the student is registered
to vote.
Scholarship applications
must be received by 5 p.m.
March 18 in any Pinellas
County Supervisor of
Elections office: 315 Court St.,
Room 117, Clearwater; 13001
Starkey Rd., Largo; or 501 1st
Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
For a mailed application or
additional information, please
cal l t h e P i n el l as C o u n t y
Supervisor of Elections office
at (727) 464-6108.

sponsored by The National
Council of Negro Women
since 1996.
“We have the Links to
thank for their cruical role
during the formative years,”
Dianne Speights of NCNW
expressed.
According to Links
member, Mozelle Davis, in
1986 the govenor appointed the
late William Packer Sr. as chair
of the Dr. Martin Luther King
Commemorative Commission.
The Link organization joined
with Packer to plan the MLK
Breakfast when it was initially
held the He ri t ag e Ho t el .
Approxima te l y 5 0 p eo p l e
attended.
“The Breakfast is a
wonderful affair that brings our
diverse communities together
to celebrate the ideas of Dr.
King. Today businesses and
corporations have been bought
into the celebration and are

present, not just with their
money but, with representatives who fill the tables,” Davis
said.
Shirley Davis, no relation
to Mozelle Davis, is also a
Link’s member and recalls that
the last Breakfast where the
Links assisted was held in
1995. She recalls as many as
500 people were in attendance
by that time.
“The Breakfast is a
positive accomplishment for
our community in that it is one
day when people come
together to honor one person,
Dr. King,” Shirly Davis states.
“The whole day is significant
and many were upset at the
cancelling of the Parade. But
our goal from the start was to
assist with the presentation of a
quality event for the
community and to assist other
groups and individuals.
Mission accomplished.

W W W . T H E W E E K LY C H A L L E N G E R . C O M

eTownHall:
Volunteers In Pinellas
Pinellas County brings volunteerism to an all new level
When residents volunteer
for Pinellas County, they are
VIPS - Volunteers in Pinellas.
Their interests, skills, backgrounds and goals are diverse,
but they have one thing in
common. Whether assisting in a
park, in the office, behind a
camera or in an educational
center, each volunteer makes a
di ff e r e n c e i n h i s o r h e r
community.
What does that mean
exactly? What do volunteers
really do and why do they do it?
On Feb. 10, eTownHall:
Volunteers in Pinellas will
answer those questions,
showcase volunteers and the
activities they enjoy, and offer
lots of ideas on how anyone can
take their interests and skills
and make a difference. Six
panels will share information on
the overall volunteer program
and opportunities available in
the areas of culture, environmental, internships, business
and service.
Through the use of the
county website, streaming video
of the event, TV, blogs and
phone calls, participants can
hear about the difference that
county volunteers are making
from the volunteers themselves.
Participants to the eTownHall:

Volunteers in Pinellas will get a
peek at vintage costumes and
meet a pet or two that are cared
for by volunteers. The panelists
will answer selected questions
from the blog and phone calls.
Pinellas County is the first
government in the region to
integrate four forms of participation in an interactive, on-line
event. The video event is
streamed live on the county
website and is televised on
Pinellas County Connection
Television. Citizens can blog
questions and comments
starting at 9 a.m. Thursday
morning and continue to view
the blog throughout the
evening. Citizens can also call
in questions.
eTownHall: Volunteers in
Pinellas will feature volunteers
from several areas of the county,
including Heritage Village,
Florida Botanical Gardens and
Animal Services. They will join
a discussion with Commission
Chair Susan Latvala, Clerk of
the Court Ken Burke, County
Administrator Bob LaSala,
Human Resources Director
Peggy Rowe and Volunteer
Services Manager Laura
Berkowitz. Len Ciecieznski of
the Communications
Department will moderate.

There are four ways to part i c i p a t e i n e To w n H a l l :
Volunteers in Pinellas, which
will be held Thursday, Feb. 10,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Blog on www.pinellascounty.org/etownhall. The blog
opens at 9 a.m. Thursday for
early questions and comments.
Participants are encouraged to
share their personal stories
about volunteering.
View the event and blog at
www.pinellascounty.org/etown
hall. Log onto the website early
to sign up for an e-mail
reminder. The website also has
information on the event and
includes resources for volunteering.
Call in at (727) 464-VIPS
(8477). Staff from Volunteer
Services will assist in the blog
operation, answer questions and
take questions that may be used
on air.
Watch the event live on
PCC-TV (Bright House
Channel 622, Knology Channel
18 or Verizon Channel 44).
For more information on
Volunteers in Pinellas and to
learn about volunteer opportunities in Pinellas County, visit
www.pinellascounty.org/volunt
eer or call (727) 464-VIPS
(8477).

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS
C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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Rental Assistance Is Available
For Residents At Risk Of Eviction

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

If you find yourself at risk
of being evicted by your
landlord, a federal program may
offer temporary relief as you
work at re-establishing financial
self-sufficiency. The Homelessness
Prevention and Rapid ReHousing Program (HPRP) is
part of the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009
and is funded by the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).
Applications for the program
are being accepted.
Pinellas County Community
Development administers the
HPRP, which provides
temporary financial assistance with rent and
utilities to individuals who are
at less than 50 percent of Area
Median Income and at risk of
being evicted or having utilities
turned off. The service area is
a l l of Pinellas C ounty
excluding the incorporated city
of St. Petersburg.

Pinellas County HPRP
Income Limits
Annual Median Family
Income Effective 5/14/2010
Number in Household /
50% of Median Income:
1 person / $20,800;
2 persons / $23,800;
3 persons / $26,750;
4 persons / $29,700;
5 persons / $32,100;
6 persons / $34,500;
7 persons / $36,850;
8 persons / $39,250.
The program p ro v i d es
temporary assistance to pay
past due rent not to exceed
three months, security deposit,
and/or utility deposits. Those
receiving assistance through a
Housing C ho i ce Vo u ch er
(Section 8) and Pinellas
County Health and Human
Services short-term rental
assistance program are not
eligible for HPRP. The HPRP
assistance is one-time only.
To qualify, applicants must

be able to produce the
following documents:
- Proof of citizenship (for
example, Social Security card)
- Copy of birth certificates
for every member of the
household
- Photo identification
- Copy of signed lease
- Eviction notice
- Utility shutoff notice (if
applicable)
Those needing assistance
may contact Pinellas County
Community Development at
(727) 464-8210. After an initial
screening over the phone to
determine eligibility, an application will be mailed to
prospective applicants that
have met the preliminary
s creen i n g cri t eri a. T h o s e
needing assistance in the city of
St. Petersburg should contact
Health and Human Services at
(727) 582-7585 or Catholic
Charities at (727) 893-1314.

HOROSCOPES
January 20-26,2011
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Co-workers or customers may be
grumpy this week.Don’t take it personally.Dwell in your peaceful inner space
and the space around you will reflect the
peaceful vibrations.

You’ll be efficient and productive this
week if you got some rest.Slow down.
Sometimes less is more,and you’ll see
you’re doing better than most. Use your
talents to create some free time for yourself.

Family responsibilities may feel like a
chore this week.If you relinquish control
of the situation,a natural order will
occur, and things will organize themselves.You can let people be who they
are.

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Someone wants to argue, and it’s up to
you to walk away.It’s easy to let go of
any idea of control if you remember that
you are only responsible for your own
feelings.Act healthy this week and enjoy
your life.

A secret may be revealed in a casual
conversation. Your confidence is valued
and appreciated.Take it all in! There’s no
returning to what has been once you
realize the gift you’ve been given.

LIBRA

TAURUS
You feel centered this week and full of
efficient energy.Use this week to
accomplish tasks, make plans, and finalize arrangements that need to be made.
Face into personal responsibilities with
love and pleasure now.

GEMINI

AQUARIUS

You can build a bridge with your imagination to reach the person you want to
meet. Build the very best bridge your
imagination can afford. Your soulmate
will then cross over to you. Your intentions are warm and sincere.

Be flexible as others present changes
and new schedules for a group activity.
Your easy-going attitude will allow you to
reschedule appointments easily. Watch
the sun rise it’ll be good for your spirits!

A friend from the past could suddenly
appear in your life.This could be a highly
beneficial reunion for both of you. Let
bygones be bygones, and renew this
friendship. Love isn’t used up just
because it’s shared.

CANCER

SCORPIO

PISCES

You need to relax.The urge to do everything will take a toll on you this week
unless you make a concerted effort to
slow your own vibes down.Think peace
love and happiness and let them be real
values for you. Feed your soul.

Give your busy brain a rest and work
your body this week.It’s a great day for
physical activity that can loosen up muscles and relieve tensions.You’ll receive
some practical advice from a distant relative.

Drive the speed limit this week or you
could wind up with a ticket.Why rush?
Serenity is available if you only stop and
listen for it inside of you.Discharge your
usual obligations with dignity and count
your blessings.

19 48 20
CA$H 3

396
110
725
DOG DAYS

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

1-6 5-2
7-3 4-8
6-7 2-4

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

Florence Price

Florence Price is considered
the first black woman in the
United States to be recognized as
a symphonic composer. Even
though her training was steeped in
European tradition, Price’s music
consists of mostly the American
idiom and reveals her Southern
roots. Her mother, a soprano and
pianist, carefully guided her early
musical training, and at age
fourteen, she enrolled in the New
England Conservatory of Music
with a major in piano and organ.
She studied composition and
c o u n t e r p o i n t w i t h G e o rg e
Chadwick and Frederick
Converse, writing her first string
trio and symphony in college, and
graduating in 1907 with honors
and both an artist diploma in
organ and a teaching certificate.
She taught in Arkansas from

1907-1927 and married Thomas J.
Price, an attorney, in 1912. After a
series of racial incidents in Little
Rock, particularly a lynching that
took place in 1927, the family
moved to Chicago where Price
began a new and fulfilling period
in her compositional career. She
studied composition, orchestration, and organ with the leading
teachers in the city including
Arthur Olaf Anderson, Carl
Busch, Wesley La Violette, and
Leo Sowerby and published four
pieces for piano in 1928. While in
Chicago Price was at various
times enrolled at the Chicago
Musical College, Chicago
Teacher’s College, Chicago
University, a n d A m e r i c a n
C o n s e r v a t o r y o f Music,
studying languages and liberal
arts subjects as well as music.
Her friendship with the
young composer, Margaret
Bonds, resulted in a teacherstudent relationship and the two
women began to achieve
national recognition for their compositions and performances. In
1932, both Price and Bonds
submitted compositions for the
Wanamaker Foundation Awards.
Price won first and second place
with her Symphony in E minor,
and for her Piano Sonata. Bonds
came in third place with a song.
The Chicago Symphony
Or c h e s t r a , c o n d u c t e d b y
Frederick Stock, premiered the
winning composition, Symphony In E

Minor on June 15, 1933. A
number of Price’s other orchestral
works were also played by the
WPASymphony Orchestra of
De t r o i t a n d t h e C h i c a g o
Women’s Symphony. Price wrote
other extended works for
orchestra, chamber works, art
songs, works for violin, organ
anthems, piano pieces, spiritual
arrangements, four symphonies,
three piano concertos, and a violin
concerto. Some of her more
popular works are: “Three Little
Negro Dances,” “Songs to a Dark
Vi r g i n , ” “ M y S o u l ' s B e e n
Anchored in de Lord” for piano or
orchestra and voice, and “Moon
Bridge.” Price made considerable
use of characteristic black
melodies and rhythms in many of
her works. Her “Concert Overture
on Negro Spirituals,” “Symphony
in E minor,” a n d “ N e g r o
Folksongs in Counterpoint” for
string quartet, all serve as
excellent examples of her
idiomatic work.
Deeply religious, Price frequently used the music of the
black church as material for her
arrangements. In 1949, Price
published two of her spiritual
arrangements, “I Am Bound for
the Kingdom,” and “I’m Workin’
on My Buildin’,” and dedicated
them to the black contralto
Marian Anderson, who
performed them on a regular
basis. Price died in Chicago June
3, 1953.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Raiders Promote Hue Jackson
To Head Coach

Hue Jackson

BY JOSH DUBOW
ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) - The
Oakland
Raiders
promoted
offensive
coordinator
Hue
Jackson to head coach on Monday
after he helped the team more than
double its scoring output in his
first year with the franchise.
Jackson will be formally introduced at a news conference
Tuesday two weeks after the
Raiders announced they were not
picking up an option to keep coach
Tom Cable.
“The fire in Hue will set a
flame that will burn for a long
time in the hearts and minds of the
Raider football team and the
Raider Nation,” owner Al Davis
said in a statement.
Jackson was widely considered the leading contender to get
the job as soon as the Raiders
announced Cable’s departure.
This is Jackson’s first head

coaching job at any level.
Jackson was hired a year ago
to take over the play-calling duties
from Cable and oversaw a transformation on offense. Oakland
scored more than twice as many
points in 2010 as it did in 2009
and the Raiders won eight games
and avoid an eighth straight losing
season.
Led by quarterback Jason
Campbell, a breakout season from
running back Darren McFadden
and big plays from rookie receiver
Jacoby Ford, the Raiders finished
sixth in the league in scoring with
410 points.
That was the sixth-most points
scored in a season in franchise
history and more than doubled the
2009 scoring output when former
first overall pick JaMarcus Russell
spent much of the time at quarterback.
“That’s what I came here for,”
Jackson said late in the season. “It
would be different if there wasn’t
and then I’d be really upset but
that’s why I’m here. That’s why I
came to the Raiders, was to
improve, but we didn’t improve
fast enough. ... We expect to be
challenging for the playoffs, challenging for our division year in
and year out and we’re not getting
that done, so to me, that’s a disappointment. There’s either first
place or there’s last place and
there’s no in between.”
That was a far different tone
than the one expressed by Cable,

who notably pronounced “you
can’t call us losers anymore,” after
the Raiders capped an 8-8 season
by beating AFC West champion
Kansas City in the season finale.
The Raiders won all six
division games, but only two of
their other 10 games. They
became the first team since the
1970 merger to have a perfect
record in the division and not
make the postseason.
Jackson will try to get the
Raiders back to the playoffs for
the first time since winning the
2002 AFC championship. Davis
has let go of five coaches since
then.
The latest was Cable, who had
wide support from his players,
who credited him with helping
make the team a contender in the
AFC West this season after a run
of seven straight years of at least
11 losses.
But Cable’s relationship with
Davis was not as good and the
owner decided not to exercise a
two-year, $5 million option to
keep him as head coach. Cable
filed a grievance against the
Raiders to recover $120,000 in
fines that Davis withheld from
Cable’s paychecks in his last
season. The two did not always
see eye to eye on who should start
at quarterback and other issues.
Jackson had a strong relationship with Jason Campbell, the
quarterback Davis acquired last
offseason to lead the franchise.

Campbell spoke glowingly of his
relationship with Jackson. Despite
being benched twice, Campbell
had a solid debut season in
Oakland, completing 59 percent
of his passes with 13 touchdowns,
eight interceptions and a passer
rating of 84.5
Now he gets rare the opportunity to play in the same offense for
a second straight season. He had
four different offenses in four
years at Auburn, then four more in
six years in the NFL with
Washington and Oakland.
Jackson has extensive experience as an assistant in the NFL,
working
in
Washington,
Cincinnati, Atlanta and Baltimore
for nearly a decade before joining
the Raiders. He has coached quarterbacks, receivers and running
backs, along with serving three
stints as an offensive coordinator.
His most successful was with
the Raiders, who were one of the
league’s worst offenses when he
arrived.
“We were pretty bad last year
on offense. To have a turnaround
like that is a great credit to our
players and coach Jackson,’’ tight
end Zach Miller said late in the
season. “We showed how strong
we can be, how many points we
can put up and how explosive we
can be. We didn’t do it consistently enough, but I thought when we
did we had the capability of
putting a lot of points on the
board.”

Packers Counting On
Aggressive, Stingy Defense

Clay Matthews

BY CHRIS JENKINS
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) - The
Green Bay Packers don’t have a
catchy nickname like “Monsters of
the Midway” to describe their
tough defense. Maybe they should.
Clay Matthews is back to
pouncing on quarterbacks after a
late-season sack drought. Charles
Woodson does just about everything on defense, and does it well.
And cornerback Tramon Williams
has made a decisive play in each of
the Packers’ first two playoff
victories.
So while the Bears might have
a more established defensive reputation coming into Sunday’s NFC
championship game in Chicago,
linebacker A.J. Hawk says the
Packers’ defense doesn’t mind
taking a back seat during the
buildup this week. They’ll just have
to show what they can do Sunday.
“They’ve had some guys there
for a while that have really been
producing, playing well,” Hawk
said of the Bears. “So if they’re
getting more national attention,
whatever, that’s fine. That’s OK

with us. They can have it. We’ll be
fine with the guys we have here.”
While quarterback Aaron
Rodgers wins over fans with the
way he runs one of the league’s
most dangerous offenses, the
Packers wouldn’t be preparing to
play for a spot in the Super Bowl
this week without an aggressive,
consistent defense.
Despite losing several key
players to injury through the
season, Green Bay gave up 15
points per game in the regular
season second-best in the NFL
behind only Pittsburgh.
And their play hasn’t dropped
off in two road playoff games.
Philadelphia’s Michael Vick
threw for 292 yards with a
touchdown and an interception, but
the Packers limited him to 33 yards
rushing in a 21-16 victory. Against
the Falcons on Saturday, the
Packers held quarterback Matt
Ryan to 186 yards with a
touchdown and two interceptions,
and running back Michael Turner
had only 39 yards rushing and a
touchdown in a 48-21 victory.
Even Williams didn’t realize
how well his teammates played
against the Falcons until he
watched game tape Monday.
“As a ‘DB’ you don’t get to see
the front seven doing their job
because you are in coverage all the
time,” Williams said. “When you
come back and watch film and see
the way those guys are playing up
front, it’s crazy. They’ve done a
great job up there and kind of made
our job easy.”
Packers wide receiver Greg

Jennings sees the defense in action
every day in practice.
“It’s tough,” Jennings said.
“Those guys, they really fly around.
Obviously with the kind of guys we
have in the secondary, they’re able
to make plays with the ball in the
air.”
Jennings appreciates the way
the Packers mix up their coverage
in the secondary.
“We get the man. We get the
zone. They can press,” Jennings
said. “So we get to work on bump
coverage quite often. And then
when they’re in zone we get to
work on off coverage. So they
throw a lot of things at us that we’re
going to see from opponents and
some things we’re not going to see.
They work well on preparing us,
and we try to do the same.”
Woodson and Matthews are the
Packers’ two biggest names on
defense; Woodson was named AP
Defensive Player of the Year last
season, and Matthews is a favorite
to win it this season.
But the Packers’ biggest
defensive star in the playoffs has
been Williams, an up-and-coming
cornerback who earned a new
contract with his stellar play this
season.
Williams has three interceptions in two playoff games,
including a pick of Vick in the end
zone to end a late-game comeback
attempt by the Eagles and a
momentum-seizing 70-yard interception return for a touchdown just
before halftime against the Falcons.
“When these playoffs and the
Super Bowl are completed,

everybody in the country is going to
know who Tramon Williams is,”
Packers coach Mike McCarthy
said. “That’s the type of level that
he’s playing at.”
McCarthy isn’t surprised at the
way Williams has developed,
calling him one of the team’s
smartest players.
“Tramon’s the guy that’s
always in the front row with his
book taking the notes,” McCarthy
said. “He’s been doing that since he
arrived here. He has a total understanding of the defensive system.
The film study, now the understanding of how the offenses are
trying to attack him as far as the
leverage he’s playing on a particular route. What’s exciting about
Tramon, he still has a lot of football
growth in his game ahead of him.”
Hawk said Williams has earned
his success.
“There’s a reason he’s making
huge plays, because he lives the
right way,” Hawk said. “He
prepares right. He is just doing
everything the way you should be, I
think, and he’s a great has crazy
amounts of talent. But he’s doing
the work to get the best out of it, I
think.”
Williams insists it isn’t a “big
deal” that he’s the one making
game-changing plays. The way he
figures, if he wasn’t making them,
his teammates would be.
“I think we have lots of guys on
the defense that can make those
plays,” Williams said. “I think I’ve
just been put in that position the last
couple of weeks and made those
plays.”

The End?
Favre Again
Files For
Retirement
With NFL

Brett Favre

BY DAVE CAMPBELL
MINNEAPOLIS (AP)
- Don’t believe Brett
Favre is finally done?
Well, NFL’s all-time
leader of almost every
major passing mark has at
least filled out the forms.
Favre
has
made
another move toward
leaving the game for good
by filing retirement papers
with the league, NFL
spokesman Greg Aiello
confirmed Monday.
This is merely a procedural matter, to start the
clock on a player’s
pension and Hall of Fame
eligibility. It’s worth
noting, too, that Favre has
done this before, only to
change his mind. Retired
players can request to be
reinstated at any time.
But the news was
another sign that Favre’s
thrill-filled 20-year career
has come to an end, as he
repeatedly
insisted
throughout a painfully disappointing 2010 season
for the Minnesota Vikings.
The 41-year-old Favre
threw for only 11 touchdowns in 13 games and
was intercepted 19 times,
finishing with a careerlow 69.9 passer rating that
ranked third-worst in the
NFL among qualifying
quarterbacks.
His body took quite a
beating, getting knocked
out of three different
games while dealing with
injuries to his elbow, foot,
chin, neck, back, ribs and
calf plus the sprained

throwing shoulder that
ended his all-time record
streak of 297 straight
regular-season
games
started. Then he suffered a
concussion in what wound
up being his last game, on
Dec. 20 against the
Chicago Bears.
“I know it’s time, and
that’s OK. It is,” Favre
said after the season
finale. “Again, I hold no
regrets, and I can’t think
of too many players
offhand that can walk
away and say that.
Individually and from a
team standpoint, it was
way more than I ever
dreamed of.”
After
years
of
waffling, Favre cried as he
announced his retirement
from the Green Bay
Packers in March 2008.
With the Vikings interested but the Packers
unwilling to let him join
their rival, he was traded
to the New York Jets.
Following one season
there, he declared he was
done again in February
2009. The Vikings wooed
him back to the field that
summer, though, and they
rode his renaissance performance 33 touchdowns
and a mere seven interceptions to the NFC championship
game.
After
needing another summer
of persuasion to return in
2010, however, Favre
wasn’t the same and the
Vikings slumped badly to
6-10 while going through
all kinds of drama.
So now Favre has
headed
home
to
Mississippi, presumably
for good as his two-year
contract with the Vikings
is
expiring.
Favre’s
official website even sent
out a marketing e-mail
blast over the weekend,
advertising a “Thanks for
the Memories” poster for
sale. A portion of the
proceeds go to the Favre 4
Hope Foundation, which
helps disadvantaged and
disabled children and
breast cancer patients.”
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
Racism At CBS Television,
Sony Entertainment And
Bell Dramatic For 37 Years
Part three of three
Continued from last week’s
edition of The Weekly Challenger
Ellen Holly, the first AfricanAmerican actress to integrate
daytime soaps, played on “One
Life to Live”, wrote a book “One
Life The Autobiography of an
African-American
actress.”
which included her negative
experiences in the soap opera
industry.
Holly said that she is
concerned about what some
young actors are going through.
They’ve read her book, she
said.
And “they still come to me
… and to this day say to me, ‘The
things that you went through …
you’re writing what’s happening
to me right now.’And that’s very
upsetting to me.”
Pushing for Diversity
Rowell said she has always
been concerned and always
wanted to find solutions to tell
Blacks’ stories with integrity and
to the best of her ability.
One instance in which
Rowell sought to bring change
took place when she was told her
character would be illiterate.
She requested the illiteracy
story line be played out to its
fullest extent and expedited so
that — while it could be shown
that adult illiteracy existed — the
story line be moved along.
“Then I presented the
classical ballet story line, proving
that dance and arts belong to
everyone no matter what the
socio-economic bracket, no
matter what the race,” Rowell

said.
Her story line demanded
more African-American cast
members since her character
would have to have parents, a
sister, love interest and others on
the show, she said. More blacks
came on board.
Doing that was “quite
unique,” but her efforts to do so,
she believes, generated “push
back.”
Rowell — who first came on
the show in 1990 and continued
on for several years afterward —
was nominated for Emmys and
won several NAACP Image
awards for her work on “The
Young and the Restless,” along
with other black actors on the
show.
She contended, however,
that although some of the
African-American actors on the
show have won awards they
appear on a small amount of the
shows.
Rowell told the Sentinel that
she’s asking for “one thing” from
all the tenure she has as an
actress: to reinvest in AfricanAmerican talent as writers,
producers and directors in
daytime drama, including the
“The Young and the Restless.”
“What could possibly be
impossible about that?” she
asked.
CBS responded to some of
Rowell’s contentions: “We have
great respect for Victoria Rowell,
but strongly disagree with her
statements about diversity. CBS
is very committed to diversity

and inclusiveness throughout the
company — including Daytime,
where we feature diverse talent
in all programming.” But, again
CBS did not address the 37 years
of not hiring any African
Americans as writers, directors
or producers.
The company said that,
through the CBS Diversity
Institute and other outreach
programs, CBS mentors aspiring
writers and directors, and
sponsors talent showcases,
including an “unprecedented
casting initiative specifically for
daytime dramas.”
Letters and phone calls from
Urban League President Marc
Morial to William Bell, Jr.,
President of Bell Dramatic Serial
Company and Sir Howard
Stringer Chairman, President and
CEO of Sony Corporation
received the height of disrespect:
they have not been responded to,
nor has Bell Dramatic Serial
responded to the Los Angeles
Sentinel’s request for this story,
which has many in the civil rights
community furious. “If the
Chairman of CBS would not
res p o n d t o Urb an L eag u e
President Marc Morial for a
meeting what does that say about
their commitment to inclusion
and diversity? Maybe the racism
starts at the top” stated Danny J.
Bakewell, Sr., Chairman of
NNPA (Black Press of America).
“Meetings are great, but
access and results are greater,”
stated Rowell.

2011 Tax Season Options:
RALs, RACs And A New U.S.
Treasury Pilot Program
BY CHARLENE CROWELL
NNPA COLUMNIST
Right now, the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) is
preparing for this year’s tax season
and an estimated 140 million individual tax returns. Eager tax filers
will be tempted to use one of the
temporary neighborhood business
locations that open their doors
each year in the name of convenient and quick tax preparation.
But, as with many quick cash
offers, a significant cost is incurred
for services marketed as either
Refund Anticipation Loans
(RALs) or as Refund Anticipation
Check (RACs).
Each year, high cost taxrelated services drain an estimated
$11 billion from the pockets of
moderate and low-income households. Moreover, when a RAL is
used in tax preparation, the service
fee is usually a sliding scale that
increases with the size of the
refund. In other words, the larger
the refund, the greater the fees.
Many consumers denied a
RAL application or others without
a checking account, will turn to
RACs, a financial product that
enables unbanked consumers to
receive a direct deposit refund.
After an Internal Revenue Service
refund is deposited, the participating bank issues a check and closes
the temporary account. Although
RAC fees may vary, in some
cases, consumers who opened
RAC accounts were also charged
check cashing fees.

With either of these options,
consumers lose a significant
portion of their tax refund. For
low-to-moderate income households, the annual tax refund helps
to retire holiday debt, large
purchase items or even high winter
utility bills.
Particularly vulnerable to the
lure of expensive RALs and
RACs are low and moderate
income households that qualify for
the federal Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC). When the EITC
exceeds the amount of taxes owed,
a sizeable tax refund goes to those
who claim and qualify for the
credit. For 2010 returns, the tax
credit ranges from a low of $457
for a single-person household to a
high of $5,666 for married couples
or workers with three or more
dependent children. To learn more
about EITC, visit IRS at:
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=96406,00.html.
The F ederal R es erv e
estimates that 30 million households – nearly one in four – are
either unbanked or under-banked.
African-Americans and Latinos
comprise more than 60 percent of
the country’s unbanked households. African-Americans alone
account for 36.9 percent of the
unbanked.
However this year and for the
first time, an estimated 600,000
low and moderate income tax
filers across the country, will have
an alternative governmentsponsored pilot program intended
to be quicker, safer, and more con-

venient. This week, the
U.S. Treasury Department will
randomly offer My Account Card
Visa Prepaid Debit Card to
consumers with limited or no
access to traditional banking
services.
Letters will advise selected
consumers of the card’s features,
free services, and optional lowcost service fees. The correspondence will also explain how to sign
up and how to use the card to
receive a federal tax refund and
additionally how the card can be
used for everyday financial transactions.
The results of this pilot
program will help the federal government to determine whether the
benefits and feasibility of
expanding card accounts should
become permanent part of an integrated tax filing and refund
process.
“This pilot program will
provide low and moderate-income
Americans with a low-cost option
for faster delivery of their federal
tax refund”, said Neal Wolin,
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury.
“This innovative card can be used
for everyday financial transactions, such as receiving wages by
direct deposit, withdrawing cash,
making purchases, paying bills.
The Center for Responsible
Lending urges all consumers to
thoughtfully consider using free or
low-cost tax preparation services.
Remember – Every refund represents monies already earned. They
should also be yours to keep.

National Urban Leaque CEO:
Protect Health Care Reforms
NEW YORK - National
Urban League President and
CEO Marc H. Morial today
issued the following statement
against the repeal of the
Affordable Care Act
“Repealing this hard-fought
for law would be unconscionable by denying 31 million
more men, women and children
the ability to seek medical care
when they need it,” Morial said.
“This bill also ignores the
realities facing the American

HAITI

continued from front page
such as tape recorders, photo or
video cameras, computers, and still
lack them.
One year after the earthquake,
children left by deceased journalists
still did not have a chance to go
back to school. These families go
hungry and still do not have shelter.
Many journalists, who were
laid off after the earthquake because
the media outlets no longer had the
means to pay their salaries as a
result of the disaster, continue to go
unemployed. Over 98 percent of
working journalists and their
families do not have access to any
kind of medical or life
insurance
coverage.
Therefore, most of the time, they
cannot afford paying medical bills
for themselves and their families.
SOS Journalistes-Haiti, a press
freedom organization founded in
2005 and providing social assistance
and
professional
training to hundreds of journalists throughout the Caribbean
country, has taken the initiative to
launch, with the support of other
partners, a series of ‘Nights o f
Solidarity with Haitian
Journalists’ to raise funds to help
meet some of the needs.
The first Night of Solidarity
with Haitian Journalists will take
place on January 26, 2011, at the
ballroom of the National Press Club
in Washington DC, in partnership
with the Capital Press Club,
Reuters Washington office, the
Trice Edney News Wire and
several others.
Haitian Prime Minister, JeanMax Bellerive; presidential candidates Michel Martelly and
Mirlande Manigat, Wyclef Jean,
the U.S. Ambassador to Haiti,
Kenneth Merten, and several
other high profile personalities
have been invited by SOS
Journalists to participate and to
speak.
A Look Back
While the media was in
shambles and disabled by last
year’s earthquake, a whole population, in desperate straits – looking
for help, loved ones, food and
shelter. They believed the only
chance and means left for them to
get an answer to their urgent needs
were the very few radio stations
which had remained on the air.
Therefore, the task has become
immensely more difficult and challenging for media outlets which no
longer could operate from a normal
headquarters but under a tent in the
middle of the street or on the

STEELE

continued from front page
“Furthermore, he [Priebus]
will be horrible in the media,”
Jackson continued. “He’s not a
great public speaker.”
Jackson agreed that Steele
made great contributions, but in

people who are currently going
without needed health care in
their local communities. The
Affordable Care Act will help to
reduce these disparities for
African-Americans who are
roughly twice as likely to be
uninsured as the rest of the population.
“And let’s be clear. This
health reform law does not kill
jobs or weaken the economy.
According to the Congressional
Budget Office, the Affordable

Care Act will decrease the
deficit by $143 billion over 10
years, while the repeal will
increase the deficit by $230
billion by 2021. Since the
beginning of the economic
downturn, health care jobs have
sustained growth over time and
are projected to continue putting
Americans back to work.
Americans are looking to our
leaders in the Congress to
create, not cut jobs.“

sidewalk and for journalists who no
longer had access to shelter, to food
and water – deprived from basic
commodities any human being
needs to live on.
Moreover, journalists had to
face such professional challenges
and unprecedented responsibilities
while they had to deal with family
tragedies and dramas – a wife or
husband, son or daughter killed in
the disaster. Having a mother,
father, close relative or a close
friend crushed dead under the
rubble.
For example, Marcus Garcia –
director of Radio Melodies FM,
news anchor and Haiti’s most
senior journalist and most respected
editorialist – was heard early
the next morning (after the earthquake) announcing, with a lot of
courage, the death of his beloved
wife, while informing about what
was going on and while receiving
people who came from different
parts of the capital Port-au-Prince to
call for help for people who were
still alive under the rubble.
Journalists from Signal FM,
from the day of the disaster,
continued to provide crucial information about the ongoing developments and about where people
could find help. Then, Radio
Caraibes FM and several other
stations, which set up tents on the
streets, outside their collapsed or
severely damaged headquarters,
followed and resumed their broadcasts.
In the immediate aftermath of
the
earthquake,
journalists
remained one category of people
who suffered the most. As the rest
of the population in affected areas,
journalists also needed food,
water…But no one cared for them
despite the incredible work they
were doing.
When food rations were being
served out on distribution sites,
journalists felt embarrassed to go in
interminable lines to get food or
water, in many cases, distributed by
or under the supervision of politicians or government officials they
usually cover.
Journalists, in many cases, had
to make the difficult choice
between caring about their own
situation or that of their suffering
family and the greater responsibility of serving the community and
the collectivity.
My Personal Experience
I was very fortunate. No one in
my immediate family was killed or
physically injured – even though
my wife survived only
through a miracle. She was on
the third floor of the headquarters of

SOS Journalites when the building
collapsed. She found herself on the
ground floor - of course, without
going down any stairs - and she
walked out on the streets. Totally
traumatized, she ran home on foot
to look for our two-year-old son,
Stephan, who was being guarded
by a maid.
When she arrived and saw that
our home was reduced to rubble,
she started screaming knowing
there was no chance for my son and
the maid, who were left in the house
to survive. But the only reason they
were not killed is because my son
was playing in the yard with a dog.
The maid, who was watching him,
said she tried several times to
convince Stephan to go back inside
the house, but he had
refused because he wanted to
continue to play with the dog.
I owe my life to my 7-year-old
daughter, Jennifer, who insisted that
I bought her a snow-cone while I
was rushing to my office because I
had to meet someone there at 5
O’clock. I tried to convince her to
give up but she insisted.
I finally stopped to get her the
snow-cone. It took me a little while
to do that because I had to wait in
the line. When the disaster hit, I was
in the car at about 150 meters away
from the office that collapsed. The
chair where I used to sit, on the third
floor can still be seen, on the ground
floor, crushed under blocks of
concrete – which means if it were
not because I wanted to take the
time to please my daughter, I would
not likely be alive today.
Running on foot because car
traffic was impossible, my
daughter, who held my hand, had to
step over bodies on our way home
and was also traumatized. We were
relieved when the family got
reunited. Then we sat down on the
floor in the middle of the street with
no longer a place to call home. At
every aftershock, the rest of my
family, still in shock and fearing
further disaster, pressed against me
as to seek protection.
As a journalist, reporting for
Reuters, BBC and others, it was
very difficult to convince my wife
and my children that I had to leave
them alone on the streets to go to
work. It was the most painful and
most difficult decision I had ever
made. I felt so guilty to do that, but
I was also aware of my responsibility to inform the outside world that
could urgently come to help. That
was hard for me, but still, many
other journalists had to face much
worse than what I went through
because they had to deal with the
death or injuries of loved ones.

the end, wasn’t able to
overcome his mistakes.
“He’ll be remembered for
all the controversy from the
verbal gaffes to the money mismanagement,” Jackson said.
“You will not hear people talk
about the races we won under
his chairmanship. All the

negative media coverage will
overshadow what he was able to
accomplish.”
Steele said he had other
things up his sleeve in case he
didn’t win. He said “there’s
always something to do.
“I always have a plan B, C
and D ... I’m not going away.”
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of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Laying Aside the Past:
“Running with an Eternal
Perspective” is the topic of our
next Women’s Ministry meeting
January 25th, 6:30-8 p.m., in
our Youth Chapel’s Fellowship
Hall, 921 20th Street South.
Mt. Zion’s Family Touch
Team Ministries (FTTM): This
ministry was instituted to build
and cultivate relationships with

members to promote spiritual
growth, as well as edify the
Body of Christ. The ministry,
divided into the five geographical zones of our members,
provides frequent telephone
contact with members to ensure
they always feel connected to
the church.
Our Young Adult Ministry
(Ages 18-15): As decisions are
made about college, careers and
relationships, our young adults
need to know what the Word of
God says for their lives. This

ministry reminds them that God
is concerned with every aspect
of their lives, and that He wants
to be sought so they can receive
the wisest of answers.
Join us each Wednesday at
Noon in our main sanctuary for
our 30-minute, mid-day Bible
Study. Come and be blessed by
the Word of God.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

United for Christ FWB Church
United for Christ is in
search of a musician, for

more information, please
contact Pastor Tyrone Ford

at 727-744-3589 or 727258-4993.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of
Dr Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community
to join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/ Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening, at
7:00 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, people-

centered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care fo r o n e
another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to

make use of our Prayer Line,
727-321-9645.
Faith Bible Institute
elective course on Eschatology
begins January 24, 2011 at 6:30
p.m. It is a six (6) week course.
Please contact the church
office for additional information.
“Driven
by
God’s
Faithfulness: His will done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Bethel AME Church
You are invited to attend the
2011 Men of Vision service to
be held at historic Bethel AME
Church, 912 3rd Avenue North,
St. Petersburg FL on Sunday,
Jan. 23, 2011, at 7:30 a.m. This
dynamic program will feature
five men speaking about their
"Walk of Life" and how spirituality has played a part in this

walk. Our speakers include,
Johnathan Dacres, a 6th grader
from Academy Prep; DeVere
Beard, head of School
Academy Prep; Barry Brown,
principal John Hopkins Middle
School; Reuben Hepburn,
principal at Dunedin High
School; and Dr. Gregory
McLeod, associate provost, St.

Petersburg College Health
Education Center. Men are
encouraged to wear dark suits
with red ties and women to
wear red. This program is being
sponsored by the Local Lay
Organization at Bethel AME.
The Rev. Bryant A. Fayson is
the pastor.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
its official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians

willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us
and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.

C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 7:00 p.m.8:00 p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00 p.m.

First Mt. Zion M.B. Church
First Mt. Zion M. B.
Church (St. Petersburg) is
seeking a pianist for its church
choir. Must be able to play

both traditional and contemporary gospel music. Must be
available for two services on
the 1st and 2nd Sunday of

every month plus rehearsals
and engagements. For more
information, please call (727)
560-3358.

20th Street Church of Christ
43rd Annual Florida
State Lectureship. Is there
any word from the Lord
Jeremiah 37:17.
February 12-16, Song
Fest Feb. 12th, 4:30 p.m.

Worship Service Feb. 13th,
10:30 p.m. Mass Worship
Service 2:30 p.m.
20th Street Church of
Christ, 825 20th St. S. Feb.
14-16, sessions for men and

women start at 8:40 a.m. to
9:30 p.m. each day at the
Hilton, 331 1st St. S., St.
Petersburg. For more information, please call 727896-8006.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship - One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
In gratitude to God, Dr.
John A. Evans, pastor of
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church extends an invitation
to The Ministries Open House
event, sponsored by The
Christian Education Ministry,
Sunday, January 30, 2011,
starting at 9:45 a.m. The
Ministries Open House will
feature tabletop presentations
and ministry representatives
will be present to share information about their particular

ministry. Minister Sharon
Saulsby, dean of Christian
Education Ministry, Delores
Wesley, project coordinator.
Friendship is a family of
believers in Christ . . . All of
God’s children is welcome to
come grow with us. The Ship’s
Morning Worships starts at
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday school begins at 9:30
a.m.
Please join us during the
week for Wednesday Noonday
Bible Study or Wednesday
nights at 7:00 p.m. as we study
and discuss the Book of Esther,

facilitated by Dr. John A.
Evans. The Youth Enrichment
– Awana curriculum is held on
Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m.
Evans, director of Youth
Ministry.
FMBC certified Sunday
School Teachers class every
Saturday at 9:00 a.m.
We are located at 3300 31st
Street South, Saint Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Our telephone
number is 727-906-8300.
D o n ’t f o rg e t t o v i s i t o u r
website:www.fmbctheship.org
Hope to fellowship with
you soon!

20th Street Church of Christ
43rd Annual Florida
State Lectureship. Is there
any word from the Lord
Jeremiah 37:17.
February 12-16, Song
Fest Feb. 12th, 4:30 p.m.

Worship Service Feb. 13th,
10:30 p.m. Mass Worship
Service 2:30 p.m.
20th Street Church of
Christ, 825 20th St. S. Feb.
14-16, sessions for men and

women start at 8:40 a.m. to
9:30 p.m. each day at the
Hilton, 331 1st St. S., St.
Petersburg. For more information, please call 727896-8006.
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Do You Remember?

Look for more photographs and memories
coming soon to our new
eNewspaper available for viewing now at
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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